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CONGRATULATIONS, CLASS OF 2017! 
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Piscataway High School has 580 new alumni as the 

Class of 2017 is officially history! These students leave 

PHS prepared for success in college, the military, or 

the workforce. The list of colleges our students will 

attend can be found on the district website, and 

range from colleges across the country, including Ivy 

Leagues, to the many public choices in New Jersey, 

with many students opting to attend our own highly 

regarded Rutgers University. Pway Pride was in full 

force at the graduation ceremony in the Rutgers 

Athletic Center, as students, parents, and staff 

shared cheers, laughs and tears. Students Olivia 

Greene, Farah Shallan and Simona Alomary 

joined Administrators and Board President     

William Irwin as speakers, sharing memories   

and urging students to build upon what they’ve 

learned as they take their next steps. 

L’ORÉAL AND JERSEY CARES GIVE DAY OF SERVICE 

TO PISCATAWAY SCHOOLS 
On Friday, June 16, 125 volunteers from L’Oréal’s Piscataway Headquarters descended upon King 

and Conackamack Schools, armed with paintbrushes, hammers, Rice Krispies Treats, and smiles. 

The volunteers completed a number of projects, including painting classrooms and other spaces, 

and creating the “Kindness Counts” sign in the King fence and “Welcome to Conackamack” mosaic 

stepping stones for the school’s entrance. In addition, volunteers led STEM classroom activities for 

the students. The kids built bridges with Rice Krispies Treats and candy, and created all sorts of 

shapes, pictures and sculptures with 

Doodler Pens. While L’Oréal provided 

the volunteers, Jersey Cares 

organized the day and provided all 

materials. Their project managers did 

a phenomenal job keeping everyone 

on task and completing all projects by 

2 p.m. Thank  you, Jersey Cares and 

L’Oréal! 



Superintendent’s Report 

IT’S REVOLUTIONARY AT ARBOR  

Fourth grade literacy teachers at 

Arbor threw an American 

Revolutionary War Publishing Party 

for their students, who self-published  

books based on their own research! 

The students diligently pulled together 

notes from books, videos and articles, 

then self-published their books, 

complete with illustrations. Then, they 

gathered in the cafeteria for a red, white and blue 

publishing party where they read and critiqued each 

other’s work on topics like the Stamp Act, the Boston Tea 

Party and Famous People of the Revolution. 

Congratulations to all the student authors!  
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FIRST PISCATAWAY CODES A BIG SUCCESS 

The first ever Piscataway Codes, held on Saturday, May 20, was a big success. Open 

to students in grades 4-8 who want to learn more about coding for games and anima-

tion, the event sold out! More than 100 students were in attendance and more than 

30 volunteers from PHS - Computer Science classes facilitated the event. All PHS men-

tors were trained in specific coding activities that focused on creativity, collaboration, 

logic, innovation, and problem solv-

ing. Three volunteers from Ericsson 

and one PHS alumnus were also on 

hand. The event was the brainchild of 

PHS teacher, Brinder Soin, and was 

sponsored by a grant from the       

Piscataway Education Foundation. 

 

Piscataway Township Schools honored its 2016-2017 

Teachers of the Year at an awards ceremony held on June 

8 at the Administration Building. Pictured from left to right 

are: Margaret Maxted – Knollwood Elementary School; 

Tami Ruvolo – Eisenhower Elementary School; Lisa Moore

– Randolphville Elementary School; Sarah Benn – 

Conackamack Middle School; Anne Ippolito – Piscataway 

High School; Lisa Schrob – Children’s Corner Preschool; 

Christie Hall—Grandview Elementary School; Tara Barth—

Arbor Intermediate School; Kathryn Garcia—Schor Middle 

School; Steven Plesnarski – ML King Intermediate School; 

Not pictured: Monica Curry – Quibbletown Middle School.  

HONORING PISCATAWAY TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 

STUDYING DYSLEXIA 

The Fairleigh Dickinson 

University (FDU) Center 

for Dyslexia Studies 

trains teachers in the 

Orton Gillingham 

reading approach, a 

multi-sensory 

instructional approach to teaching reading, writing and 

spelling. Our very own, Mrs. Leslie Daise, Support Specialist at 

Grandview School and an adjunct at FDU, co-teaches 

graduate courses in this program; 11 of our district teachers 

are currently enrolled and will obtain certification in spring 

2018. They will use these research-based methods to improve 

the reading skills of Piscataway students. 



MIDDLE SCHOOL GIRLS EXPLORE TECHNOLOGY 

Students from all three middle schools took part in a STEM workshop at 

Rutgers Preparatory School on April 1. The “Girls Exploring Technology” 

Conference began with a keynote from Nandini Ramani, VP of Engineer-

ing at Twitter, followed by hands-on 

activities led by engineers from 

iCims, Rutgers Cancer Institute, SAP 

and Merck Animal Health. The day 

ended with a panel discussion and Q 

and A session, where students could 

gain insight to areas of specific inter-

ests and passions. Thanks to Ms. 

Gentul and Mr. Irovando for making 

this day possible for the students. 
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CONACKAMACK STUDENTS 

RESEARCH POLAR ICE 

GRANDVIEW LEAP STUDENTS FIND GASTON GUILTY AS CHARGED 

On Thursday, May 25, the third grade students at Grandview Elementary School 

held their Mock Trial case. For this case, Belle and the Beast took Gaston to court 

for criminal trespassing and criminal damage. Belle and the Beast claimed that 

Gaston purposely trespassed onto the Beast's 

property and damaged his possessions. 

Gaston claimed that he was only acting in self

-defense. He wanted to protect the village 

from the terrifying Beast. After an in-depth 

trial, which started with a song-and-dance 

number from the jury, judge, and lawyers, 

the jury found that Gaston was guilty and 

liable to pay Belle and the Beast for all 

damages. 

 RANDOLPHVILLE STREAMS THE 

NEWS 
Students at Randolphville are creating their own newscasts 

and streaming them into the classrooms through the 

Randolphville Newscast Station. Teachers show their classes 

the newscast by following a private YouTube channel. The 

students plan, write, and film each newscast with help from 

teacher/facilitators 

Lisa Moore and 

D’Shawn Reynolds. 

This program was 

funded by a grant 

from the Piscataway 

Education 

Foundation. 

Tara Kehair, 

Jillian 

Percarpio, 

Ameya Patel 

and Connor 

Wilson, all 

sixth graders 

from 

Conackamack 

Middle School, attended the National Science Foundation’s 

Student Polar Research Symposium on Thursday, June 8, at 

Rutgers University. They presented their research to other 

attendees, including NSF Director, Dr. Kelly Faulkner. 



 

ROCKET LAUNCHES AT SCHOR SAIL FIELD DAY IS BETTER 

WITH BUDDY BALL 

Pway Buddy Ball volunteers from Quibbletown help 

facilitate the S.A.I.L. (Students Achieving Independent Life-

skills) Field Day.  The volunteers picked the activities and 

helped the SAIL students perform successfully.   

Throughout the school year, students in Ms. Massa’s sixth grade 

classes at Schor worked on physics, 

chemistry, and engineering. As a final 

project, students designed bottle 

rockets that followed the principles of 

Newton’s Laws, and the behavior of 

gases. The rockets could have fins, 

parachutes, or any other design 

features. The students analyzed data 

on the height and speed of their 

rockets to see which designs were 

most successful. 

PHS FILM STUDENTS QUALIFY 
FOR NATIONALS 

A team of PHS film students competed at nationals for their NJ 

fourth place finish overall in the Ten Day Film Challenge. "Among 

Us" was directed by Evian Rivera and Chayne Cooper and had a 

production team of 

12 other students 

in grades 9-12.  

"One Chance," 

directed by Emily 

Harding, was a 

finalist for the five-

day film challenge. 

Congratulations to 

our film students! 

READING LEADS TO 

GRANDVIEW GREATNESS 

The 

Somerset 

Patriots 

and the 

Zebra Pen 

Corp. 

honored 

the 

students 

of Grandview School  for reading over 325 books in the 

Somerset Patriots All Star Reading Program. The Zebra Pen 

Corp. donated a huge box of school supplies to Grandview 

School. Way to go students of Grandview for showing 

Grandview Greatness! 

ELEMENTARY TRACK MEET GETS STUDENTS UP AND RUNNING 

The annual K-5 Elementary School Track Meet took place on May 10, at the PHS stadium, with students from all K-5 buildings 

competing in multiple track and field events. The track meet was well attended by both students and their families. Thanks go to 

everyone who contributed to making this day a huge success: Assistant Athletic Director Julia Schick; K-5 Health & Physical 

Education staff -- Lisa Moore, Kayla Torok, Jake Switzer, James Boyd, Matt Applegate, Brian Rosania, Jeff Cerro, and Rob Stoddard – 

who organized the students and helped run all events; Kevin Donahue, our excellent announcer; athletic trainers Chris Krefski and 

Shannon Ruegger who provided care when needed; our building administrators who fully supported the event; and our PHS Boys 

Track and Field Team, who demonstrated all events and assisted the younger students. 


